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Murder Victim’s Family Suffers Further 
Lies and Story Changes from
Killer Attempting Clemency 
From Governor Granholm

Michigan – The family of murder victim Jimmy Cotaling suffered an agonizing day on March 15th this week while sitting before a daylong hearing in front of the Michigan state Parole Board. They had to listen to hours of contradictory testimony from convicted killer inmate #218771 Barbara P. Hernandez. Her victim Jimmy Cotaling’s brutal murder remains one of the most horrific and violent crimes in Michigan state history and the clemency hearing comes at a time when the family is observing the 20 year anniversary of the murder.

The family remains extremely alarmed for several reasons: first, the continued violent behavior of the offender while incarcerated amid her requests that she be commuted for time served and immediately freed by the governor; and two, because of the Governor’s recent rash of mass pardons and clemencies, even for convicted murderers.

The blog PardonPower.com reported in January 2010 that “various newspapers in the Midwest are starting to provide more in-depth reporting on the exercise of clemency in Michigan. The Chicago Tribune now reports that Governor Granholm granted 100 commutations of sentence in 2008 and 2009, ‘more than any two-year period in the last four decades.’  . . .32 of the 2008/2009 commutations went to prisoners convicted of first degree murder . . . in addition, about 13,000 prisoners were paroled - the most ever.”

Inmate Hernandez had received some support for early release because of her age, but primarily by advocates who have been lied to also about the facts of the case, and who have believed and published her early denials of culpability for the crime. The ACLU published inmate Hernandez’s claims that she was not involved with the crime, when in fact the physical evidence and court findings clearly showed that she indeed was a direct participant in the brutal stabbing death and almost decapitation with a filet knife of Mr. Cotaling. Jimmy Cotaling was lured to a vacant house where he was stabbed 26 times and almost be-headed in a plan to steal his car. At the hearing, inmate Hernandez did admit at times that her previous denials were false, but she kept changing her story.

Inmate Hernandez’s story has changed many times, including during her March 15th hearing, when she went back and forth on the question of whether or not she was helping hold down and kill Mr. Cotaling, or not. But under harsh questioning from the members of the Parole Board, she admitted that she may have told police what the evidence did prove, that she held him down and helped kill him. His blood was found on her clothes, and her hair was found in Mr. Cotaling’s clenched fist.

The Michigan Attorney General’s office questioned why they were even there that day before the Parole Board since this prisoner has 17 major misconduct citations while serving her sentence so far, including major fighting, assault and battery, destruction of property, smuggling drugs, stolen property, physical resistance, sexual misconduct, substance abuse. The Attorney General and board members pleaded with Hernandez to tell the truth at this hearing. 

In attendance were the 3 parole board members, Chuck Shettler assistant Attorney General, Danielle Walton Oakland County Prosecutors office, Donna Pendergast Assistant attorney general and the original Prosecutor on this case. 

Attending the clemency hearing for the victim’s family was Jimmy Cotaling’s father and step mother, 3 sisters, 2 brother, 3 brothers in-law, 2 sisters in-law, a niece and nephew, along with several friends, all strongly opposing this commutation from the life sentences the offenders earned for this crime. In an effort to fight this commutation, over 1200 letters were sent to the parole board in the week prior to the hearing, asking that society be kept safe by keeping this murderer in prison. 

Speaking in favor of commutation were the inmate’s 2 sisters, 1 brother, Carol Jacobsen from the Michigan Womens’ Justice and Clemency Project, and also the author of the petition for clemency, Rebecca Gaffney and her husband and a few more supporters. One “friend” of inmate Hernandez spoke as a character witness, claiming to know her from AA meetings, but outside the clemency hearing actually did not know what Hernandez looked like and mistook the victim’s sister Jody Cotaling Robinson for the offender!

The Cotaling Family has kept a list of specific contradictions made in her testimony on Monday and will share this freely with the press. They are simply asking that if the offenders in this case truly want to show remorse for this horrifically violent and brutal crime, they should simply serve out their sentences, quietly, and let the family and friends of Jimmy Cotaling remember him in peace without being subjected any further to their lies and attempts to get out from the life sentences that they themselves admit are appropriate in their case.
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