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SB 399 Could Free

So-Called “Juvenile Lifers” Who Murdered
California Law Enforcement
Sacramento – Murder victims’ families in cases where the killer was a teen at the time of the crime and sentenced to life (JLWOP –juvenile life without parole) oppose SB 399 which is before the California Assembly currently. Today they released information about the number of police officers and law enforcement that were murdered by these so-called Juvenile Lifers.

There are seven California inmates serving JLWOP for first degree murder special circumstances of murdering a police officer while in the performance of his duty.  
Inmates Larry Hernandez and Roberto Ramirez were convicted of the June 9, 1995 murder of Agent Louis Pompei of the Glendora Police Depa rtment.  Agent Pompei was shot and killed while attempting to stop a robber y of a supermarket while off duty. Agent Pompei attempted to take action when the robbers began to threaten the life of a mentally-disabled employee. During the shootout, Agent Pompei wounded both robbers, who were later arrested at a local hospital. 
Inmate Valentino Arenas was convicted of the April 21, 2004 murder of CHP Officer Thomas Steiner. Officer Thomas Steiner was shot and killed while standing in front of the Pomona Courthouse after testifying in five traffic citation related cases. Officer Steiner was shot three times, including once in the head, in an unprovoked attack by a 16 year old suspect intent on killing a police officer. Officer Steiner was walking across the street in front of the courthouse and paused to stop for traffic. As he stood in the street the suspect drove by and opened fire at Officer Steiner, striking him numerous times. It was later discovered that the suspect shot Officer Steiner in an attempt to gain the respect of members of a Los Angeles gang he was attempting to join.
Inmate Andrew Moffett was convicted of the April 24, 2005 murder of Officer Larry Lasater of the Pittsburg Police Department and for other crimes he committed 4 days before his eighteenth birthday Officer Larry Lasater succumbed to gunshot wounds sustained while attempting to arrest two robbery suspects  The two robbers had just robbed a supermarket and bank branch and were fleeing from officers when they crashed their vehicle in a residential area. The two then fled on foot onto a heavily wooded trail with dense foliage.  Officer Lasater was ambushed, and two fellow officers were also shot at as they tried to come to his aid.  As a Marine Captain and police officer, Officer Lasater’s motto had been “Lead by Example”.  He continued to do that even in death by being an organ donor.
Inmates Penifoti Taeotui and Meki Gaono were convicted of the December 20, 2006 murder of Officer Daniel Bessant of the Oceanside Police Department. Officer Dan Bessant was shot after he responded to assist another officer on a traffic stop and was shot from behind  Ironically, Officer Bessant’s father Steve who was an Oceanside school principal had previously mentored Meki Gaono

Inmate Jimmy Siackasorn  was convicted of  the December 19, 2007 murder of Sacramento County Deputy Sheriff  Vu Nguyen Deputy  Nguyen was shot while chasing a suspect. At 2:00 pm, Deputy Nguyen and his partner, both assigned to gang duties, were patrolling in plain clothes when they made an unscheduled stop at a known gang house There, they saw a man who they have never seen before. When they attempted to make contact with the man, he fled on foot and led officers on a chase through yards of nearby residences. During the foot pursuit, Siackasorn opened fire, striking Deputy Nguyen in the neck, killing him.
Up to now, a well-funded propaganda campaign on behalf of the juvenile killers and violent teens has dominated media coverage of the issue of juvenile life without parole prison sentences. Victims’ families have been concerned with the one-sided and often inaccurate portrayal of these killers and crimes, and have organized to make sure the facts of the cases are reported.  The families believe the bill, if passed, will be very costly to California taxpayers.
For detailed information on our stories and position, see our website at www.jlwopvictims.org or contact NOVJL President Daniel Horowitz . Daniel Horowitz, NOVJL’s President, is a nationally renowned defense attorney who is a frequent guest analyst on national news media, including CNN, MSNBC, Fox and other stations.  His wife was murdered by a “juvenile lifer” in California. The Heritage Foundation at www.heritage.org has also published an important report on the issue of JLWOP sentencing, Adult Time for Adult Crime, and its author Charles “Cully” Stimson, a Senior Legal Fellow at the Heritage Foundation is also available to the media to share his extensive legal expertise. NOVJL Past President Maggie Elvey’s husband Ross was murdered by two “juvenile lifers” in California. Phyllis Loya’s son was a law enforcement officer murdered by a juvenile lifer.
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