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IllinoisVictims.Org, Chicago Gold Star Memorial Families, the FOP, and Illinois COPS (Concerns of Police Survivors) jointly issue this PRESS RELEASE:


For Immediate Release August 28, 2009
For Further Information contact: Terry Mayborne 815-262-5907
                                                            Kurt Kaner 773-844-1570
                                                           Jennifer Bishop Jenkins 847-331-2704
Homicide Victims’ Families and Law Enforcement Gather to Support the Victims of 
Illinois’ “C-Number” Prisoners
CHICAGO – On Sunday, August 30, from 1-3 p.m. at the Chicago Police Gold Star Memorial Park, on the Lakefront behind Soldier Field, Illinois homicide victims’ families and law enforcement will gather to support each other, and call attention to the plight of the victims of Illinois’ most violent and longest serving offenders.
Each year, murder victims’ families, many of them from heroic fallen law enforcement officers’ families, have to endure a horrific ordeal by facing the possible parole release of some of the worst murderers in Illinois history. Those cases, left over from before 1978 when Illinois sentencing law changed and eliminated parole, are still given annual review for possible early release from their effective life sentences for their brutal crimes. For 30 years these devastated families have had to take significant time from their already damaged lives to travel to prisons, gather petitions, give testimony, talk to the media, and re-open wounds -- all in an effort to keep the offender from being released. Some family members are second and third generation now from the murder victims, and often have to travel a long way for this effort to appear before the Illinois Prisoner Review Board each year, at their own expense.
There are only about 250 of these “C-Number” prisoners left in Illinois, and they remain among the most infamous and brutal criminals Illinois has ever seen. Victims’ families were shocked to learn that a picnic was held just last week in Chicago (on August 22) in support of these offenders.  There was no mention of the horrible crimes they committed, no mention of the devastated families left behind, and they rallied support for the offenders’ release back into society before the completion of their appropriately long prison terms.
The victim and law enforcement community jointly decided to hold a picnic of their own, to call attention to the crimes these offenders committed, the horrific destruction left in the wake of their crimes, and the constant re-traumatization that these victims and law enforcement families endure each year as they have to actually work to make sure these offenders serve the sentences they earned. 

The picnic on August 30 will include dignitaries such as Superintendent Jody Weis of the CPD, several elected officials, law enforcement families and homicide victims families. 

                                                                                                  ###
